Utilitarian Artwork: Form and Function

Eye Popper Lesson 06
	
	Estimated Volume
	Estimated Size (dimensions)
	Possible Function
	Visual Clues Used
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Wine Vessel (Yu)

Piece-mold cast bronze 

Western Zhou dynasty, 11th – 10th century BC, probably Henan province


	
	
	
	

	Palanquin

Wood with lacquer, gold leaf and gilt and copper mounts; interior painting: ink, color and gold on paper; blinds: bamboo and silk
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Japan, Edo period, early 19th century


	
	
	
	


Utilitarian Artwork: Form and Function

Lesson 06 Pre-Activity

	Estimating Volume - Class Record Worksheet (Spreadsheet)
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	Avg. Volume
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


Utilitarian Artwork: Form and Function

Post-Activity Lesson 06
	Gender
	Standing Height (cm)
	Sitting Height (cm)
	Fit?

	1. female


	
	
	

	2. female


	
	
	

	3. female


	
	
	

	4. female


	
	
	

	5. female


	
	
	

	6. male


	
	
	

	7. male


	
	
	

	8. male


	
	
	

	9. male


	
	
	

	10. male


	
	
	


Analysis Questions:

1. How many students fit inside the dimensions of the Palanquin?

2. What is the average sitting height of the females?

3. What is the average sitting height of the males?

4. Why was the form of the Palanquin suited for its purpose of the time? List at least 3 reasons.

5. Why was the volume of the Palanquin kept to a minimum?

6. What materials were used to build the Palanquin? Why were those materials chosen?

7. What changes, other than the dimensions could be made so that an average student would fit inside the Palanquin?

8. Draw a new design based on the changes listed in question #5. Make sure that the person with the tallest sitting height would fit inside of the new Palanquin. List the modern building materials that would enhance the function of the Palanquin.
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